
 

 

Pearson Publication Proposal: Division of Communication Disabilities & Deafness (DCDD) 

Title:  

“Frequently Encountered Challenges & Solutions Interactive Discussion Board for the Field of 

Deaf Education” (FEC/S) 

Goals:  

1. Establish an online interactive context for individuals to vote, share, and discuss the “Frequently 

Encountered Challenges & Solutions” (FEC/S) that professionals encounter in their work with 

students who are d/hh 

2. Provide a pilot investigation of the technological effectiveness of wiki based discussions on the 

“Deaf Education” Web site, “Topical Conversations” section to provide a forum for both voting 

on and discussing FECs 

3. Provide an opportunity for DCDD/Hands & Voices to explore collaborative activities. 

4. Increase the visibility and importance of DCDD to professionals working with students who are 

d/hh via consistent and effective linkages between the DCDD and the deafed.net Web sites. 

5. Gather data for Pearson Publications concerning the FEC/Ss based information shared by 

professionals working with students who are d/hh. 

6. Provide Pearson Publications the opportunity to share texts, journal articles, literature, etc. that 

professionals working with students who are d/hh could use to address their FEC/Ss.   

Problem: 

 There has been a significant change in the education of students who are deaf/hard of hearing 

(d/hh) during the course of the past two decades.  Federal legislation has served to shift the education 

of students who are d/hh from schools for the deaf, center based programs and self-contained 

classrooms, to general education classrooms.  Early identification and intervention, combined with 

technological developments in amplification devices (e.g., cochlear implants & digital hearing aids) and 

parental choice have resulted in a growing majority of students who are d/hh starting kindergarten with 

near age appropriate competence in spoken English, yet distinct learning needs.  Unfortunately, initial 

and ongoing professional development opportunities in the field of Deaf Education have not kept pace 

with the changing educational placement, learning, or communication needs of students that are d/hh.   

http://community.cec.sped.org/DCDD/Home/
http://www.deafed.net/
http://www.deafed.net/Topical/PageText.asp?hdnPageId=227
http://community.cec.sped.org/DCDD/Home/
http://www.handsandvoices.org/
http://community.cec.sped.org/DCDD/Home/
http://community.cec.sped.org/DCDD/home
http://www.deafed.net/


The number of deaf education teacher preparation programs continues to decrease, with 16 

states lacking a single program.  The low incidence of deafness, the wide educational dispersal of 

students who are d/hh, and the itinerant role of many deaf educated related professionals combine to 

reduce the opportunity for “on-site,” or school based, professional development opportunities.  While 

state, regional and national conferences provide significant learning opportunities, time constraints, 

travel cost and topical relevance (i.e., day-to-day applicability of presented information) dramatically 

limit the number of participating professionals.  As a result, there is an increasing need for on line, 

problem based learning opportunities for professionals working with students who are d/hh.   

Solution:  

 The CEC Division of Communicative Disabilities and Deafness (DCDD) represent a nationwide 

“community of learners” of professionals (teachers, speech pathologist, administrators, faculty, etc.) 

who work with students with communicative behaviors that significantly challenge their linguistic and 

academic performance.  DCDD surveys of this community (2013-2014 AY & 2012-2013 AY) indicated that 

members want online, interactive learning opportunities to discuss the “frequently encountered 

challenges” (FEC) they confront in their work.  The broader deaf education community substantiated 

DCDD FECs via the recent Gallaudet publication entitled “Critical Needs of Students Who are Deaf or 

Hard of Hearing: A Public Summary.”   

The “Deaf Education” Web site currently has over 33,700 registered users.  The Web site has 

established space for “Topical Conversations” of “frequently encountered problems” (FEPs) that impede 

the performance of children who are d/hh.  Hands & Voices, the non-profit organization that now 

provides the “Deaf Education” Web site, has agreed to collaborate with DCDD to design, implement, 

promote, and provide technical assistance for a FEC wiki on the “Topical Conversations” section of the 

“Deaf Education” Web site.  DCDD, in turn, has agreed to support the FEC wiki by identifying topics, 

moderators, discussants, promotion, management oversight and evaluation.  The “Deaf Education” Web 

site based, DCDD/Hands & Voices FEC “Topical Conversations” will be modeled after the successful 

“JDSDE Author’s Corner” wiki that was developed and moderated by Harold Johnson/DCDD & Hands 

and Voices Board Member. The resulting wiki will provide an on line, FEC/S based, learning and 

opportunities for professionals working with students who are d/hh. 

Activities & Time Line: 

1. Identify Frequently Encountered Challenges (FEC/S) faced by the DCDD community of learners. 

a. Completed: 2013-2014 AY survey of DCDD members 

2. Identify the format DCDD community of learners would use to share and discuss their FEC/S.  

a. Completed: 2012-2013 AY survey of DCDD members 

3. Pilot the use of wiki based technology to provide an effective and efficient platform to share and 

discuss information pertinent to professionals working with students who are d/hh.  

a. Completed: JDSDE Author’s Corner” wiki 
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4. Establish a collaborative agreement between DCDD/Hands & Voices to use the “Topical 

Conversations” segment of the “Deaf Education” Web site to offer wiki based, FEC/S focused 

interactive discussions.  

a. Completed: 4/21/14 

5. Create a voting mechanism and process on the “Deaf Education” Web site to determine the 

order of FEC/S to address: 

a. Onset on, or before 5/1/14 

b. Completed on, or before 9/1/14 

6. Identify moderators and discussants for FEC/Ss to be discussed on the “Topical Conversations” 

segment of the “Deaf Education” Web site 

a. Onset on, or before 6/1/14 

b. Completed on, or before 9/1/14 

7. Implement and test wiki technology on the “Topical Conversations” segment of the “Deaf 

Education” Web site: 

a. Onset on, or before 7/1/14 

b. Completed on, or before 9/1/14 

8. Onset of monthly FEC/S focused, wiki based, moderator facilitated, discussant enhanced 

interactions on the “Topical Conversations” segment of the “Deaf Education” Web site: 

a. On, or before 10/1/14 

Note: FEC/S discussions will be carried out during the following months: 2014 = 

October& November; 2015 = February & March 

9. End of monthly FEC/S focused, wiki based, moderator facilitated, discussant enhanced 

interactions on on the “Topical Conversations” segment of the “Deaf Education” Web site: 

a. Completion by 4/1/15 

10. Review, analysis and presentation of the results of the DCDD/Hands & Voices collaborative 

effort to provide FEC/S focused, wiki based, moderator facilitated, discussant enhanced 

interactions on the “Topical Conversations” segment of the “Deaf Education” Web site. 

a. Completion by 5/1/15 

Note: analysis will focus upon the: 1) ease and reliance of technical implantation and 

maintenance; 2) identification and use of moderators and discussants; 3) FECs 

information shared; 4) statistical usage data; and 5) implications and suggestions for 

continuation of the FEC discussions and collaborative effort.   
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